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CALL TO ORDER 
 
The 74th Annual Conference House of Delegates of the New York Health Information Management 
Association, Inc. was called to order at 2:30 pm at the Adams Mark Hotel, Buffalo, New York by 
President Renato L. Estrella, MSHA RHIA. 
 
ROLL CALL AND ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING QUORUM 
 
Nancy Gallagher, RHIT LPN, Credentials Officer, took the roll.  The President declared a quorum 
present. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEMBERS SERVING THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
 
President Estrella introduced the members serving the House of Delegates: 
 
President: Renato L. Estrella, MSHA RHIA 
President-Elect: Julie L. Brucker, RHIA CCS 
Past President Director Donna J Rugg, RHIT CCS 
Finance Director Margaret Hall, RHIT [NOT PRESENT] 
2nd Year Education Director: Michele B. Bohley, RHIA CCS CPC 
1st Year Education Director: Patricia D. Thomases, RHIT 
Legislative Director Kelley J. Lawson, RHIT CCS CPC-H CPC-I GN 
Parliamentarian: Doris Abbate, CP-T PRP 
Executive Director: Christine Harrington 
Credentials Officer: Nancy Gallagher, RHIT LPN 
 
President Estrella appointed Nancy Gallagher, RHIT LPN as timekeeper. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF VOTING STRENGTH OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
 
Credentials Officer Gallagher reported the voting strength of the House as 66.  The Credentials report 
was adopted. 
 
ADOPTION OF RULES GOVERNING THE CONDUCT OF BUSINESS IN THE HOUSE OF 
DELEGATES 
 
President-Elect Brucker read the Rules for the House of Delegates; the rules were adopted. 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
The 2009 Annual Conference - House of Delegates Agenda was adopted. 
 
REPORT ON THE 2008 HOUSE OF DELEGATES MINUTES 
 
President Estrella reported the minutes from the 2008 House of Delegates were approved by the Board 
of Directors. 
 
REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
President Estrella presented the 2008-2009 Annual Report of the Board of Directors. 
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REPORT OF THE ACCOUNTANT FOR FY 2007-08 
 
President Estrella reported that upon the retirement of George Casey, CPA, the Board of Directors had 
retained the services of Sicilia and Associates, P.C., of Schenectady, for the fiscal year 2007-08.  The 
Review Report was adopted. 
 
REPORT OF THE 2009-10 BUDGET 
 
President Estrella reported the 2009-10 Budget was approved by the Board of Directors. 
 
PROPOSED BYLAW AMENDMENTS 
 
President Estrella reported that the bylaws amendments were provided to the membership thirty (30) 
days prior to the meeting of the House and will require 2/3 vote pursuant to bylaws requirements. 
 
Bylaws Chair Donna Rugg moved that the proposed bylaw amendments, to take effect as of July 1, 
2009 pending final approval by AHIMA, be adopted as posted. 

 
Note: Strikethrough text to be deleted and bold text to be added. 

 
Article III Membership - Section 3.1:  Classes of Membership 

(c)  Honorary Membership. Any person who was an HONORARY member of this Association as of the date of adoption of 
these Bylaws and any person who thereafter receives an honorary membership in the American Health Information Management 
Association and resides in the State of New York shall be an honorary member of this Association.  Honorary members shall be 
exempt from dues, shall possess none of the rights and privileges of other classes of membership and shall have no right, title or 
interest in any property of this Association. Honorary members who were ACTIVE members shall retain their membership 
rights. Any person who made a significant contribution to health information management science or rendered 
distinguished service in the health information management profession or its related fields may be awarded honorary 
membership in the association by the Board of Directors.  These members shall be exempt from dues.  An honorary 
member may hold no other class of membership in the association.  Honorary members shall also be eligible for a 
national appointment by AHIMA.  Honorary members who were once active members shall retain their active 
membership rights. 

Adopted unanimously. 
 
Article IV Board of Directors - Section 4.2:  Composition: 

(b)  There shall be five (5) directors, one of whom shall be the retiring President who shall automatically become a Director for 
one (1) year upon the expiration of the term as President.  Every other year two (2) Directors shall be elected;  one (1) Finance 
Director for a two-year term and one (1) Education Director [Programs] Education/Programs Director for a two-year term.  On 
the alternate year, two (2) Directors shall be elected;  one (1) Legislative Director for a two-year term and one (1) Education 
director [Perspectives Editor] Perspectives Editor Director for a two-year term. 

Adopted unanimously. 
 
Article IV Board of Directors - Section 4.4:   Term and Succession of Office 

Each officer and Director shall hold office for one (1) year with the exception of the Education Directors, Education/Programs 
Director, the Perspectives Editor Director, the Finance Director, and the Legislative Director who shall serve for two (2) 
years, or until a successor has been elected or until the earlier death, resignation or removal in the manner hereinafter provided. 

Adopted unanimously. 
 
Article V Nominations and Elections - Section 5.2: Voting and Election Procedures. 

Voting shall be by provided ballot provided to or accessible by all active members in good standing as of November 1, to be 
returned so that they are received no later than 5:00 pm on the date set forth by the Board of Directors. only. Elections 
shall be by plurality of the votes cast by active members in good standing. In case of a tie, the election(s) in question shall be 
decided by lot by the tellers the Board of Directors.  Ballots with instructions for their use shall be provided by the Nominating 
Committee to all active members in good standing on or before November 15th. In order to be counted, a ballot must be returned 
to the Central Office and must be postmarked or date stamped no later than the date specified on the ballot. Ballots received 
postmarked or date stamped after the deadline shall be destroyed, unopened. The Central Office staff and three tellers appointed 
by the President shall verify the validity of the ballots, tabulate the votes and announce the election results at the annual meeting. 
 After the ballots have been received, the President shall appoint a Committee of Tellers who shall meet within 15 days 
after the deadline for receipt of ballots in a manner prescribed by the Board of Directors to verify the tabulation of votes 
cast and certify the results. Results of the election shall be declared to the membership within 45 days after the deadline 
for the receipt of ballots and electees shall assume office the following July 1. 

Adopted unanimously. 
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Article VIII Committees and Task Forces - Section 8.1: Establishment. 

There shall be such committees and task forces as necessary to conduct the business of NYHIMA including an Education 
Committee, a Legislative Committee, a Nominating Committee, a Finance Committee and a Membership Committee. 
(a) Education. This committee shall consist of a chair who shall be the Education Director (Programs), Education/Programs 
Director and at least two (2) members, appointed by the President. Chair.  One member should preferably be a faculty member 
of a health information technology or health information administration program within this State. 

Adopted unanimously. 
 
Article VIII Committees and Task Forces - Section 8.1:  Establishment (b) Legislative. 

This committee shall consist of a chair who is appointed by the President, and at least two (2) members, who  may be are the 
current Legislative Director and the immediate past Legislative Director. 

Adopted unanimously. 
 
Article IX Finance - Section 9.2:  Dues  

(a) AHIMA - Annual dues shall be as determined by the House of Delegates  Board of Directors of that Association. 
Adopted unanimously. 
 
Article XIV Official Publication - Section 14.2: 

There shall be an Editorial Board  which shall be headed by the Education Director [Perspectives] Perspectives Editor 
Director, and at least two (2) members appointed by the Education Director [Perspectives] Perspectives Editor Director and 
the President as an ex-officio member. 

Adopted unanimously. 

 
PRESENTATION OF THE 2009-10 STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
President-Elect Brucker presented the 2009-10 Strategic Plan. 
DELEGATE'S FORUM 
 
The 2009 Delegates’ Forum focused on the following 
 

 Environmental Scanning – Customer, Economic & Technological Environment 
 Environmental Scanning – Social, Political & Geophysical Environment 
 Membership 
 Shorten NYHIMA Annual Conference to Two Days 

 
Delegates were assigned to four (4) discussion groups by their local president, each assigned a 
discussion topic and appointing their own facilitator and recorder.  Thirty minutes were allotted for 
discussion, followed by reports from each group.  The discussion group reports are included as an 
attachment to these minutes. 
 
2009 AWARDS 
 
The Academic Achievement Awards and Clinical Preceptor Awards for 2009 were announced by 2nd 
Year Education Director Bohley. 
 
REPORT OF THE TELLERS 
 
Past President Director and Nominating Committee Chair Rugg reported the results of the 2009-10 
Election of Officers. 
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President-Elect 
Tracy L. D’Errico, RHIA  152*
Karen Fabrizio, RHIA   149 
 
Perspectives Editor 
Elizabeth Wheeler, RHIA CCS-P 140*
Suzanne Cifarelli, RHIA  104 
 

Legislative Director 
Toni Teumer, RHIA CHP  122*
Diane Cohen, RHIA   121 

 AHIMA Delegates 
Donna J. Rugg, RHIT CCS           104*
Cindy L. Reynolds, RHIA (Alternate)  48
 

AHIMA Nominating Committee 
Donna Barnard, MBA RHIA           146*
Ginny Charbonneau, RHIT CCS  93
 

Awards Committee 
Sue Ellen Bice, MS RHIA               182
Donna Bishop, RHIT               166
Lorraine Kane, MS RHIA              151
Donna Winters, MS RHIA              144
Gail Woytek, RHIA                          188

 
President Estrella declared the officers and delegates elected. (*) 
 
INTRODUCTION OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS FOR 2008-09 
 
President Estrella recognized the 2008-09 Board of Directors to the House: 
 

President: Renato L. Estrella, MSHA RHIA 
President-Elect: Julie L. Brucker, RHIA CCS 
Past President Director Donna J. Rugg, RHIT CCS 
Finance Director Margaret Hall, RHIT [NOT PRESENT] 
2nd Year Education Director: Michele B. Bohley, RHIA CCS CPC 
1st Year Education Director: Patricia D. Thomases, RHIT 
Legislative Director Kelley J. Lawson, RHIT CCS CPC-H CPC-I GN 
 
President Estrella recognized the following outgoing Board Members: 
 

Past President Director Donna J. Rugg, RHIT CCS 
Legislative Director Kelley J. Lawson, RHIT CCS CPC-H CPC-I GN 
2nd Year Education Director: Michele B. Bohley, RHIA CCS CPC 
 
INTRODUCTION OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS FOR 2009-10 
 
President Estrella introduced the 2009-10 Board of Directors to the House: 
 

President..............................................................................Julie L. Brucker, RHIA CCS 
President-Elect ....................................................................Tracy L. D’Errico, RHIA 
Past President Director ........................................................Renato L. Estrella, MSHA RHIA 
Finance Director ..................................................................Margaret R. Hall, RHIT [NOT PRESENT] 
Education/Programs Director...............................................Patricia D. Thomases, RHIT 
Perspectives Editor Director ................................................Elizabeth Wheeler, RHIA CCS-P 
Legislative Director ..............................................................Toni Teumer, RHIA CHP 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF COMMITTEE CHAIRS FOR 2009-10 
 
Julie L. Brucker, RHIA CCS, incoming President for 2009-10, announced the committee appointments 
for 2009-10 as follows: 
 
2010 Conference Co-Chairs ..................................... Karen Fabrizio, RHIA / Patricia D. Thomases, RHIT 
2011 Conference Chair.............................................................................Renato L. Estrella, MSHA RHIA 
Awards Committee Chair .........................................................................................Nava Birnberg, RHIA 
                Elected Members: Sue Ellen Bice, MS RHIA / Donna Bishop, RHIT / Lorraine Kane, MS RHIA / 
                                                  Donna Winters, MS RHIA / Gail Woytek, RHIA 
Bylaws ......................................................................................................Renato L. Estrella, MSHA RHIA 
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Data Protection Review Board Liaison ..................................................... Lynn-Marie Wozniak, MS RHIT 
e-HIM Officer............................................................................................................... Nicole Miller, RHIA 
Editorial Board Chair................................................................................Elizabeth Wheeler, RHIA CCS-P 
                Members: TBA 
Education Committee Chair ..........................................................................Patricia D. Thomases, RHIT 
                Members: Karen Fabrizio, RHIA / Sharon Goettel, RHIA / Sharon Insero, BS RHIA / Carla Novak / 
                                   Vinnie Martiniano (ex-officio) 
Finance Committee Chair .....................................................................................Margaret R. Hall, RHIT 
                Members: Jerome Ndayishimiye, MHA RHIA CIC 
IPRO Liaison.................................................................................................. Cindy M. Boester, MS RHIA 
LTC Section Board Chair ...........................................................................Diana Adam-Podgornik, RHIT 
Legislative Committee Chair ................................................................................ …..Diana Cohen, RHIA 
                Members: Toni Teumer, RHIA CHP / Kelley J. Lawson, RHIT CCS CPC-H CPC-I GN / Locals Liaisons 
Membership Committee Chair .................................................................. …………Karen Fabrizio, RHIA 
                Members: TBA 
New York Coding Roundtable Coordinator..............................................…………Leslie Slater, MS RHIA 
New York Geographic CoP Facilitator ........................................................…………Lynn Farnung, RHIT 
Nominating Committee Chair......................................................…………Renato L. Estrella, MSHA RHIA 
                Members: Local Presidents 
Physician Office Liaisons............ Maureen Campo, RHIT CCS-P / Janet Zwergel, RHIA CCS-P CPC CPEHR 
Public Relations Officer .........................................................................Lucy Maret, MLS CCS CCS-P CPC 
SPARCS/UDS Liaisons ...................................................................Carla Novak / Cindy Richards, RHIT 
State Consumer Education Coordinators ...........................Gail Woytek, RHIA / Cindy Boester, MS RHIA 
Strategic Planning Facilitator ........................................................................... Donna J. Rugg, RHIT CCS 
Strategic Planning Committee Chair............................................................... Julie L. Brucker, RHIA CCS 
                Appointed Members-at-Large: Antoinette Cornell, RHIT CPC / Lorraine Kane, MS RHIA / 
                                                                       Carol Maimone, RHIT 
 
OPEN FORUM 
 
President Estrella conducted an open forum. 
 
A discussion was held relating to the recommendations from the Delegate Forum discussion group on 
shortening the NYHIMA Annual Conference to two days. At the conclusion of the debate, a motion 
was made from the floor by a Western New York HIMA Delegate, Elizabeth Wheeler, as follows: 
“Move to refer the discussion of reducing the NYHIMA Annual Conference from three days to two days 
to the NYHIMA Board of Directors to investigate ASAP and survey members and vendors in time to 
influence the 2012 meeting.”  The motion as presented was adopted by voice vote. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to come before the 74th Annual Conference House of Delegates of 
NYHIMA, the House was adjourned at 4:50 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Chris Harrington, Executive Director and Recorder 
 
 
 
Minutes Approval:          

NYHIMA Board of Directors    Date 
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